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First Financial Bancorp Selects Jack Henry to Provide Enterprise-Wide Automation
- $3.5 Billion Bank to Install SilverLake(R) System In-House -

MONETT, Mo., April 26, 2006 /PRNewswire-FirstCall via COMTEX News Network/ -- Jack Henry & Associates, Inc. (Nasdaq;:
JKHY), a leading provider of integrated computer systems and ATM/debit card/ACH transaction processing, today announced
that it has been selected to provide Ohio-based First Financial Bancorp (Nasdaq: FFBC) with enterprise-wide automation. First
Financial, which has approximately $3.5 billion in assets, will replace its current outsourced solution with the in- house
installation of Jack Henry's SilverLake system and key complementary products and services.

According to Doug Lefferson, executive vice president and chief operating officer, "We recently completed a comprehensive
evaluation of the top-tier providers of in-house core processing solutions. Our evaluation, which lasted several months dating
back into 2005, included an extensive RFP process. We identified Jack Henry as the technology partner and SilverLake as the
technology platform most compatible with our bank. We expect in-house processing with SilverLake along with other
comprehensive technology changes, will generate significant cost efficiencies and savings that we estimate at approximately $3
million to $4 million per year and anticipate fully recognizing in 2007. We also expect the move to SilverLake will provide
enhanced commercial capabilities and enable us to deliver customer service in a better, faster, and more efficient manner. The
satisfaction level of the existing SilverLake users that we visited also was an important factor in our decision process."

Tony Wormington, president of Jack Henry & Associations, said, "It is extremely rewarding when progressive mid-tier banks like
First Financial Bancorp conduct thorough evaluations and ultimately select Jack Henry to support their near- and long-term
technology needs. We believe that First Financial Bancorp selected Jack Henry based on our core competencies --
competitively distinct core functionality, a company-wide commitment to service that translates into industry-leading levels of
client satisfaction and retention, and an extensive suite of complementary products and services that enable banks to
seamlessly respond to current and future industry trends, and their customer and market demands. We respect the effort and
resources this bank invested in its evaluation process, and welcome the opportunity to provide its mission-critical technology."

In addition to SilverLake, First Financial Bancorp will initially install Jack Henry's teller and platform solutions, fraud detection
and prevention system, and intelligence warehouse solution.

About First Financial Bancorp

Headquartered in Hamilton, Ohio, First Financial Bancorp (Nasdaq: FFBC) is a $3.5 billion publicly owned bank holding
company. The company is committed to satisfying the financial needs of its clients by building long-term relationships with a
value-added approach. Additional information is available at http://www.ffbc-oh.com .

About Jack Henry & Associates

Jack Henry & Associates, Inc. provides integrated computer systems and processes ATM and debit card transactions for
financial institutions. Jack Henry markets and supports its systems throughout the United States and has more than 8,600
customers nationwide. For additional information on Jack Henry, visit the company's web site at http://www.jackhenry.com .

Statements made in this news release that are not historical facts are forward-looking information. Actual results may differ
materially from those projected in any forward-looking information. Specifically, there are a number of important factors that
could cause actual results to differ materially from those anticipated by any forward-looking information. Additional information
on these and other factors, which could affect the Company's financial results, are included in its Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) filings on Form 10-K, and potential investors should review these statements. Finally, there may be other
factors not mentioned above or included in the Company's SEC filings that may cause actual results to differ materially from
any forward-looking information.
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